normal condition of tilings, tlie sensory nerves which receive the impression and convey it to the centre (lumbar portion of spinal cord) are situated in the ligamentum patellse itself, but that in some cases of disease?where the phenomenon is greatly exaggerated? the reflex may originate in the muscular fibres of the quadriceps ; in the periosteum, as when a contraction follows a blow on the front of the tibia ; or possibly in the shin over the patellar tendon. Two cases were detailed in support of the possibility of the skin origin of the reflex ; in one the phenomenon followed a blow upon a pinclied-up portion of skin, notwithstanding that every care was taken to prevent any dragging on the tendon; in the other the phenomenon was greatly lessened after freezing.
The patellar tendon reflex, like the ordinary skin reflex, varied greatly in extent in different individuals; but the author had not seen any case in which it was completely absent in health ; several cases,however, had been met with by Gowers and others. The writer then considered the alterations of the phenomenon which are met with in disease, dividing these cases into two classes: (1.) Those in which the phenomenon is absent; (2.) Those in which it is exaggerated. Anytning "which impairs the integrity of the nervous arc will prevent the occurrence of the reflex. Disease or injury of?(1) the sensory nerve fibres, conveying the impression from the surface to the centre; (2) of the nerve centre (lumbar portion of spinal cord) ; (3) of the motor nerve, which conveys the impression from the centre to the muscle, by causing an arrest of the reflex, will prevent the phenomenon. Practically, the arrest generally occurs in the centre (lumbar portion of cord), for disease and injury of the cord are of every-day occurrence, while disease of the nerve trunks and anterior roots is rare. All lesions of the lumbar portion of the cord will not prevent the phenomenon?that particular portion of [SEPT.
Dr Bell of Glasgow mentioned a case of occipito-posterior position, in which the head to the last retained the position it took at the beginning of labour. The elasticity of the head, he thought, had a deal to do with the position it assumed. The question was very much one of accommodation, as far as an elastic body under pressure could be influenced by it.
